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Meeting call to order 7:07 PM
WELCOME
Special welcome to all that attended our meeting for the first time!
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Meeting called to order 7:07 PM

Agenda approved

Butch thanks the participants for their commitment. 
Thank you to Mayor Henry and Chief Slauch. 
Thanks to the men and women of Oxford PD. 
Butch salutes PD for what they do. 

Chief Slauch: Thanks OTW…want to see the organization form and grow..took a while…thinks it has come a long way and thanks OTW for working with the Oxford PD…hopefully next year it can be a bigger organization.

Annual Appreciation Awards Ceremony
(Please note with the amount of awards I typed as fast as I could so please forgive me if I missed one)

Butch: Appreciation awards ceremony. 
Greg Duke OTW VP will handle the presentations.

Chief John Slauch: Certificate of appreciation.

Betsy Brantner: NNO event.

Oxford Presbyterian Church for donating meeting facility.

John Stevenson: Appreciation Award
Mayor Henry: Appreciation Award
Oxford PD: Support for the OTW

Steve Burch: Safety of school children

Jamie Nardozzi: Appreciation Award food and bev for NNO

Pearl Street: Music for OTW.

Karte Blanche: NNO music entertainment

Scott Brown: Successful for 1st NNO Event

Officer Coverly: Assist first NNO event

Christine Whistler: Success of NNO and dedication

Gordon Atkinson: For providing funding for the OTW street signs
Andrew Atkinson: For his support of OTW – and the youth advisory council

C. Randy Teel: For his continuing support of the OTW
Greg Duke: For outstanding volunteerism and assistance to OTW.

OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE

No burglaries in the borough, but more in the surrounding areas…daylight burglaries..
Worrisome to police in the area…not being done by same people..believe that at least 2 of the suspects are from the borough…was one the night before…in Gap area…interrupted by state police…two people in the building…turned violent and shots fired…got both people…well known to the chief…those two involved in a number over the last month…not to say it wont happen in the borough…be aware of what’s going on…
There were a number of car thefts in the last month…not sure who…driving to Newark and dumping the car there…make sure cars are locked and keys are not in the car…make sure you lock your cars…
Theft of Christmas decorations…
Thief running off porch with a deer…the electric was wrapped around the porch post and the deer broke…suspect jumped in the same car…officer chased the car …car identified…and the owner of the car…by tomorrow maybe able to make an arrest…and for the one at the officers house. 
EP: heard of church thefts …using GPS to track the items…
Chief Slauch: Theft of statue in Philly…hopefully wrapped up by tomorrow…
Mayor Henry: Don’t leave keys in the car and running…
Chief Slauch: OTW can meet in the new police station when it is ready…maybe a delay…project out to bid a month ago…due back dec 9th…had a greater response than anticipated…didn’t think it was large enough for large construction companies…sign of the times…bids were higher than anticipated…made suggestions to architects…met with engineers…think without making any changes significant …were able to cut to rebid or negotiate…to get the money to fit budget…think it will delay a month…with renovations may be in the building by august…made a lot of head way…comfortable with progress…
MWS: Wish them luck…realizes they need a new facility. 
Chief Slauch: Have been talking about a need for a new police station in the 70s.  Moving forward but there will be a little delay. We can meet here at the church until then.

MWS: Blue and white motorcycle is back…happened to notice the motorcycle on 5th street 4 or 5 times…slowed down when he saw Officer Gallagher…

MK: 507 market street may have vacated the premises…for rent sign is up…

EP: no one hanging around the house.

Chief Slouch: Cannot give an answer but has been targeted by state police task force…not sure what was done…or the landlord may have done something…did notice that the corner has been quiet…that is good. 

Brick house next to MK? She says it has been quite.

MWS: Not much foot traffic in the church parking lot. Maybe the cold weather.

MK: Believes 507 was the king pin of the activity…saw individual many times in Menough alley with his dog.

Chief Slauch: He was flagrant about it.

BK: Sounds like car thefts are joy riding not related to economy.

Chief Slauch: Stealing for fun or…

BK: Burglaries after anything in particular.

Chief Slauch: Money anything…goes to pawn shops in Wilmington. Have been able to trace stolen property to those pawn shops… Lancaster office just deals with pawn shops in the tri-state area…goes over their lists and records…been able through him or Sgt. McFadden get lists and find criminals. Burglaries and robberies increase when times get tuff… some are related to the economy…some are just burglars…

Treasurers Report
Treasurers report: 
Report sent out with current bal at zero…received a donation to cover the tax liability…goal for 2008 was to incorporate…could use a donation …need $200 dollars to file…tax liability is actually 15 percent…corporate tax rate, not applicable since we have not filed to be incorporated.

MWS: if you have not filed or gotten the ok from the state…they will get you for the maximum amount by default.

EP: intention is to file…try to find funding for specific projects…like NNO, and incorporating…need to say what we need for NNO and what it is going to cost and see if any opportunities from Mayor and Police to help us with funding…

MWS: Incorporation fee is one time.

EP:NNO start putting the financial plan in place now.

MWS: The taxation liability, what does that include…cash? 
EP: Yes… Signs were paid through the borough…
EP: Never received any recipes for that. 

MK: Can we take expenses. 
EP: We have to pay taxes on any income. 
MK: Cant deduct expenses? 
EP: No, considered our revenue. That covers federal…state will be a small fraction of that. 32$ for federal.

MWS: Have you applied for EINnumber?

EP: no

MWS: need for a tracking number to apply taxes to.

MK:  send a thank you to anonymous donor

EP: they are anon donors.

RE: Cost for the OTW domain name due for renewal. 35 dollars

MWS: accepting treasures report…passes unanimously.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
BK: No actions to report since last we met. 
NNO Committee - Pete and Mayor Henry are members. John S. have not met yet.
Nothing to report.
Open Discussion

Intersection of Broad and south fifth streets.

MWS:  Steve Burch sent a letter to borough council…sent to Lita Widows traffic advisory committee. MWS reads the letter.

Mayor Henry: was sent to LTAC for consideration. 
Chief Slauch: Betsy contacted pendot to do a traffic study. LTAC will see what the results are. Some believe you shouldn’t use a stop sign to control speed and stop traffic…was a time when pendot wouldn’t consider a 4 or 3 way stop…last couple years more 4 way stops…changing ordinance to create more 4 way stops…4 and broad and Hodgeson…Brookside…pine street used to be state…oxford has taken it back. We have to comply with pendotts rules…are going to put stop signs at Mt Vernon and pine. 
Mayor Henry: a sign that shows that intersection… 
Chief Slauch: going to put stop ahead flashing light…not forever but for a period of time…like what was done at fifth and market. Going to take work and wait for traffic study.

VP: parking on 5th causes visibility problems. 
Mayor Henry: is there off street parking? Some and handicap spot.
Chief Slauch: not sure if parking is the issue…wider road  
VP: dark window cars harder to see around them. 
Mayor Henry: used that intersection and have to edge out to see what is going on.

MWS: large tree at 5th on a diagonal.  
Chief Slauch: when standing at Hodgeson, cars creep by and not sure why. Some issues on south and fifth…refused to pay attention to the crossing guard…crossing guard quit. Had a discussion to the one individual that was ignoring the crossing guard. Chief spoke to him and it has improved. Crossing guards are traffic control according to ordinance…people have misconception that they don’t have to listen to the guards…hoping uniforms will help out. 

MWS: Steve wants to pass two incidents…had discussion with Poff and Carter…incident with lady and gentleman that refuse to stop or slow down. Steve stepped in to make car stop…spoke to lady in the car. Male passenger spat at Mr. Carter… Mr. Poff attempt to stop traffic to let child cross…in cross walk …car on 5th entered south lane to drive around kids.

Mayor Henry: if Steve is reporting to butch he should report them to the chief as he is a borough employee.

Chief Slauch: those incidents…if you run bus flashers, driver can get your number…driver will get whacked…if the guards get a tag…chief will arrest someone for assault if from being spat on. 

Mayor Henry: several citations have been written since he added more police presence…published an article on the crossing guards in cc press.

MWS: when PD car is there people slow down.

Chief Slauch: school zone established when built…the increase in bus traffic on ridge has created a problem and makes it more important to have someone there.

Chief Slauch: not considered to be on that street. Don’t know if they can extend the school zone.

MWS: Steve could not attend

MK: do crossing guards have cell phones…camera phone…take a picture of the tag and send to the police.

Chief Slauch: will talk to them and see if he can get any info on the incident…speed sign back once it is repaired. 
VP: guards to tell the chief direct and let them know right away.

Mayor Henry: during school time put pedestrian stop sign in the street. If that would help or not.

Chief Slauch: have plenty of the signs..

Mayor Henry: place to put a mirror to see if traffic was coming. Chief not sure if pendot would allow…see that occasionally…can try the yield signs…maybe help to put traffic cones during school…
Mayor Henry: worked during trick or treat…
GD: official feel to it…worth a try.

Open Issues: Noise. 
MWS: nose from the cannery and changes. 
Chief Slauch: Randy has been out to see if he can hear the noise…no more information.

Chief Slauch: Complaining about loud hissing noise…maybe from refridge units..

MWS: sounds like a jet engine starting up…can be annoying at 4 am. Summer time with windows very loud.

VP: anyone hear a loud boom at 4 37 pm.

MWS: couldn’t determine where it came from. Know what gunshot…but was more like a Howitzer…low frequency sound.

Ped Crossing issue: Third and Market…timing does not allow enough time for her or handicap to get across. Chief will check with pendot on the timing. 

VP: when flashing hand is gone still have some time.

Mayor: has seen 15 seconds in some places. 
Chief Slauch: penndot controls the timing. 

M: doesn’t want to see anyone get hurt at that intersection.

Mayor Henry: thank you for your work…hopefully convince others to join.

MWS: very pleased with the amount of support…and blessed with the support…people interested in seeing it success, Chief and Mayor…made new and good friends..lets make 2009 better… borough website link to town watch.

Anything we can do to help out the church ….community and neighborhood services…

Mayor Henry: rebuilding pantry in honor of the Presbyterian church.

Friday night from 4 to 8 the light house is having the annual Christmas party…Buz would not mind anyone stopping in and saying hello…about 150 each child will get a gift.

MWS: Friday night events…first Friday in 

Mayor Henry: December was well attended. Dec 31st 2009…first first night out in oxford. May be something that the OTW may want to consider participating in. Council adopted streetscape proposal…get out to bid and start in the spring…new sidewalks new lights…smaller plans…kiosk is up … OMI will put in two more throughout …by this time next year will see a big improvement.

MK: why can the borough put out taxpayers money to improve but cannot control speed. 

Chief Slauch: Penndot sets the rules and have a great deal to do with the landscape.  
Mayor Henry: its ultimately penndot. 
GD:  anytime u do work on state road they compensate…
Chief Slauch: before taking pine back penndot re did it and paid us to take it back. We plow state road and get paid for it.

Mayor Henry: streetscape was all done by grant money…light is funded by grant by Senator Santorum…no tax payer money involved…borough success in getting grant money. There are plans in the borough office go in and ask to see the conceptual drawings…discussion to see if pendot will allow flashing light at the cross walks. The Recreation authority…the borough contributes to that author…bout 10k a year…there is a vacancy on the board to represent the borough…meet once a month in the library..if interested in serving…contact Betsey in the borough hall…or encourage anyone interested in the recreation of the borough…

Butch: we are welcome to use the land as we see fit for recreation…but no skateboarding…

Mayor Henry: once a month close street for skateboarding…used to be used for sledding soap box derby on Lincoln…borough solicitor says it is an illegal ordinance…suggest to council to repeal that ordinance…an effort to give kids a place to go. 

Chief Slauch: passed before we had solicitors.

Mayor: the ordinance was reapproved …they are on the borough web site. Council have to decide whether or not to repeal. Andrews Job.

Betsy would welcome someone stepping forward.

MWS: happy holidays and new year…

Meeting Adjourn
1/24/2009
1

