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Oxford Town Watch Association
Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2008
Opening:

The regular meeting of the Oxford Town Watch Association was called to order at 19:10 on 17 Sept. 2008 at the First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, by Chairperson M. Walter Saranetz.
Present:

	Geoffrey L. Henry,  Mayor
	M. Ketcham

	John Slauch, Chief of Police
	R. Ketcham

	Andrew Atkinson,  Borough Council
	V. Poff

	M. Walter Saranetz, Chairperson
	J. Stevenson

	E. Piper, Treasurer
	P. Vanderhoof


A.
Approval of Agenda

Agenda approval was not required nor was a request for approval made, since the agenda is sent to participating members by electronic email in advance of the scheduled meeting, and any additions or changes to the agenda have been made prior to the start of the meeting.
B.
Approval of Minutes

The approval of the minutes of the previous meeting was tabled with one (1) correction, changing the required amount for incorporation filing fees listed on page Two (2) of the Meeting Minutes from $300.00 to $200.00, until a quorum was obtained at the next regularly scheduled meeting.

C.
Police Department Update

The time period between our last meeting and this month’s meeting has been relatively quiet for the Oxford PD with the exception of two (2) separate burglary incidents, both occurring at the same location on different dates, and both allegedly perpetrated by the same actor. Said actor is currently in police custody.

A discussion ensued regarding the potential establishment of a “Zero Tolerance” Policy by the Oxford PD with regard to the distribution of illegal and/or controlled substances within the Borough. A point was raised that since the severity of such illegal activity is increased to a felony charge if occurring within a school or daycare zone, and since the Borough has a significant number of schools and daycare facilities within its incorporated limits, a majority of the Borough, with very few exceptions, would fall under the “Drug-Free” zone enforcement multiplier. Therefore, any subsequent arrest and conviction for this type of offence should be processed according to the increased penalties associated with this type of zone.
Oxford PD’s position on this proposal is basically in agreement; however, the ultimate outcome of the arrest/conviction/penalty process is left entirely up to the Judge who presides over the case, and the defendant, who may choose to comply with, or completely ignore, the orders of the court.

A suggestion was made to invite the local Magistrates to an OTWA meeting so that they can hear the citizen’s concerns regarding this issue. An invitation will be sent to those Magistrates within the surrounding communities.
D.
Chairperson’s Report
An expansion of last month’s topic of Alternative Energy Sources (AES) focusing on Konarka, Inc. (Lowell, Mass.), makers of a “paintable” photovoltaic substrate which could be used in a number of different applications, from traditional roof-top solar collection panels, to flexible window shades and articles of clothing, was presented. For further information, please visit: http://www.konarka.com/. Further investigation into this technology, along with other AES technologies, is planned.
E.
Treasurer’s Report
Last month’s balance: $42.55.  $42.55 paid to J, Stevenson as partial reimbursement for the purchase of lighted keychains acquired for the last NNO event. Current balance: $0.00.
Required funds:  $200.00 for incorporation filing fees.
F.
Recurring Business
Establishment of NNO Planning Committee:   It was determined that a committee should be established to .give everyone enough time to prepare for our next National Night Out Event (NNO). This committee would be responsible for, but not limited to, the following areas of  activity:  Marketing; Liaising with Borough/Police officials; Food/Beverage; and Entertainment.
Volunteers for this committee (which still remains unnamed) are: Mayor Geoff Henry and P. Vanderhoof, co-chairs; R. Ketcham, and J. Stevenson.

Borough-wide Trash Collection:   Andrew Atkinson, Oxford Borough Councilman, reports that David Sweet, the Borough Codes officer, will be presenting information to Borough Council at their next regularly scheduled meeting, regarding what other municipalities have done and have experienced with respect to single-source trash collection.

G. New Business
175th Anniversary OTWA Table:   Chief Slauch presented a map of table locations for the Borough of Oxford’s 175th Anniversary celebration, to be held Saturday, 27 Sept. 2008. It was decided that any OTWA member wishing to participate by “manning” the table for this event should contact any of the officers of the Association to register for a time slot (1 – 2 hours max.), beginning at approximately 8:00 am and ending at approximately 6:00 pm.

Tickets for Friday, 26 Sept. 2008’s Celebration Dinner at the Ware Mansion, which includes a wine and cheese tasting, dinner, and desert, are still available for purchase at Borough Hall. The price is $40.00 per ticket.

Code Red Proposal:   Borough Council was presented, at their last regularly scheduled meeting, a demonstration of the “Code Red” communication. This system would enable Borough officials to notify by telephone or other electronic means of any emergency information (Emergency Alerts, Road Closures, ‘Amber Alerts’, etc.) in a timely fashion, usually only minutes from initially learning the information themselves. The cost of this system is an annual fee of $5,000.00, which the Finance Director has identified as available for the subscription of this service in next year’s Annual Budget. Both Mayor Henry and Chief Slauch emdorse this system, and everyone at the OTWA meeting agreed by a resounding unanimous vote to encourage Borough Council to subscribe to this system, beginning in January, 2009.
Mayor Henry suggested that OTWA write a letter of endorsement of this system to Borough Council to encourage their participation. A letter will be sent within the next ten (10) days.

3rd Annual Town Meeting:   The Third Annual Mayor’s Town Meeting will be held Thursday, 16 October 2008, at 7:00 pm, in the large room (across from the OTWA regular meeting room) at the First Presbyterian Church of Oxford. The meeting is open to the public, and Mayor Henry hopes to have another demonstration of the “Code Red” Communication System during this event.

H. Open Discussion

Sign-up Sheet to be Available at OTWA Table:   A sign-up sheet was recommended  to be made available to the general public at the OTWA table during the 175th Anniversary Celebration event, the purpose of which is to allow people register for notifications of OTWA events (meetings, NNO, etc.).

OYAC:   The Oxford Youth Advisory Council, under the direction of Andrew Atkinson, held their first official meeting on Wednesday, 10 Sept. 2008. Mr. Saranetz and Mr. Stevenson were both asked to attend, in order to explain the function of the OTWA and other groups/committees within the Borough. It was suggested that OYAC consider participating in the OTWA by attending future OTWA meetings.
“First Friday” Events:   Oxford Borough has recently instituted its “First Friday” Events, scheduled for the first Friday of each month. During these events, local merchants keep their stores open until 10:00 pm each first Friday, to allow residents and the general public an opportunity to sample the Oxford Business District’s “wares” after normal business hours.
Information Dissemination:   The acquisition and dissemination of information pertaining to events occurring within the Borough and surrounding communities is still an issue. Mr. Atkinson informed the OTWA that the newly-formed Oxford Arts Alliance (OAA), led by Johan Shaklashiavnai, would like to accept the responsibility of acquiring and disseminating any information regarding cultural activities occurring with the Borough. The “Electronic Information Kiosk” proposal was mentioned again. More discussion to follow at future meetings.

OTWA “Pastor’s Night”:   A suggestion was made, in light of inviting local Magistrates to one of our regularly scheduled meetings to hear our concerns, to also invite Pastors from the various churches within our community to attend our meetings as well, so as to inform them of our concerns regarding “Community Service” sentences which they administer.
Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 20:45 by Chairperson Saranetz. The next general meeting will be at 19:00 on 15 October 2008 at the First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, PA.

These Minutes are humbly submitted this 18th day of September, 2008, by:





______________________________




M. Walter Saranetz, Chair



Acting as Recording Secretary

Approved by:

{pending}
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