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WELCOME
Special welcome to all that attended our meeting for the first time!
Welcome Steve Burch
AGENDA

· Added new business to the agenda – Speeding on South 5th Street (Item C)

· Added to open discussion – Theft of Campaign Sign (Item A)

· Added to new business – Skateboarding (Item D)

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

The Oxford Town Watch Meeting Minutes were approved.

· Approval of August and Sept meeting minutes tabled for discussion.

· 1 Change to Aug Treasurers report, line 3 $200 needed for articles of incorporation. Listed as a correction for Sept meeting minutes.

· Sept 18th Meeting Minutes, motion to approve and seconded – Minutes were approved.

OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE

· Mayor Henry unable to attend the meeting.
· Letters sent in regarding Code Red. Will be voted on at next Monday night meeting.

· No major thefts to report.

· A few assault and domestic cases.

· Nothing major to report.

Chairpersons Report

· Approaching the one year anniversary of OTW. Butch takes a moment to thank the group for their support for OTW.
· It is time to nominate a new set of OTW officers. Elections will be held the last meeting in December.

· Nominations include Block Captains, and Officers. New positions take effect in January.
Treasurers Report
· Current Balance Zero
· Still need $200 to file articles of incorporation

· Will have a %15 tax liability. Need $32.00 to cover taxes.

· The Treasurers report was approved.

· Ellen will send a copy of the report to R Eastwood for file.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
· Block Captains Report – The group would like to institute a regular Block Captains Report.
· NNO Committee Report – A regular NNO Committee report will be presented at future meetings. Both members were not present. 

OLD BUSINESS
· Oxford Borough Trash Collection – C.R. teel suggests we remove this line items. This is a lower priority issue and he will keep the group informed of any new progress.

· OTW at the 175th Anniversary – A table was setup and attracted interest from a number of people. Documentation was distributed and lengthy discussions were had with borough residents.

NEW BUSINESS

· Menough Alley drug activity was reported. Several calls were placed to the OPD. Vehicles observed in the Church parking lot. Some exchanges have been observed. This is occurring on a regular frequency (about ½ hour to 20 minutes). 
· Groups of youths observed blocking Menough Alley. Residents phoned 911.

· Youth observed throwing debris. A vehicle arrived and an exchange was made and then left the scene. 
· OPD patrols increased last year and this type of activity slowed. It has become more active again since the patrols slowed.

·  M.K found a bag with empty Corona Bottle in the Alley. Observed many boys walking around talking on Cell Phones. Kids at the edge of the alley appear to be looking out. Cars parked in the church parking lot / individuals seen walking to 507. Return to the car and everyone leaves the area.
· Chief Slauch – Looking for a vehicle description – Other vehicles observed: Silver Sedan or Small white sedan or maroon with Maryland Plates.

· S.B. Large cluster of kids standing around on 5th and broad. Mark asked them to leave. Explained to them that they may be stopped by police.

· Doug asked the group to leave – the next day a radio was stolen from car and the car was keyed. Resident afraid of retaliation.

· S.B reports an Amish cart going down the street between broad and Market. Observes 2 kids running behind the card hassling the riders. Trying to get the kids names to report to the Chief.

· M.W.S Patrols have increased and pleased with the amount of patrols. The challenge is how to get officers where they need to be..

· Chief Slauch – 507 is very frustrating. Cannot fix the problem over night. Will be resolved in the near future.

· M.K. Invite Ministers to the OTWA meetings. As a Church should have more community involvement. What can the Church do to help?

· Its important that the kids get involved with the church. Hats off to the Lighthouse Organization.

NEW BUSINESS
· Noise Issues – Complaints of “Boom Boxes” and Nuisance noises at Sunnydale foods. Loud music still an issue.

· Chief Slauch talked to them. They were told by officers that they could make noise until 9:30 PM. Chief Slauch will talk to the officers involved. If it is still a problem it will be addressed. It is considered a problem if it is unpleasing to nearby residents.

· J.S. Observed a Mustang with loud music. The bass was so loud from the concussive bass.

· M.K. observed a card screeching down 5th street with a loud radio at 2 AM.

· Chief Slauch – Suggests that if the loud music starts again after police have left, call the police back. Eventually the problem will be resolved.

· ITEM C – Speeding on south 5th street.

· Speeders and other traffic don’t appear to be respecting the crossing guards.

· V.P. There isn’t a crossing guard at Market and 5th.

· M.K. Perhaps a different type of uniform would get people’s attention?

· Chief Slauch – There are coats, vests, etc that say Oxford Crossing Guard. More office uniforms is an expensive venture.

· It was suggested to use a STOP paddle.

· M.K. asked if there was fines involved with disregarding a crossing guard.

· C.R.T. States yes there is a fine.

· M.K. suggests signs in the road stating fines involved with disobeying crossing guard.

· Chief Slauch asks if there would be a difference if the speed board was placed nearby.

· S.B. says no.

· Chief Slauch – States that they will place the speed board by the church.

· C.R.T. – Suggests extending the school zone to increase fines.

ITEM D – Skateboarding

· S.B. Skateboarders around 4th and 5th street and in the church. Told the kids that they cant skate there. The kids say that the church gave them permission. Kids seen skating off the church wall into the street.

· C.R.T. there is no skateboarding permitted on the street at all. Kids can skate at the church with permission. They are not permitted to block the side walk.

· S.B. Observed kids on 5th street in front of cars, on skateboards and bikes slowing traffic.

· J.S. Asks about the skateboard park.

· C.R.T. no skateboard park. The Lighthouse does not have the money for it.

Brian Bannon left the county. Chief Slauch attended a CERT meeting and there is a new CERT position filled. The Chief is working on bringing CERT to Oxford in the spring.
C.R.T. October 30th is the Halloween Parade. Oct 31st is Trick or Treat from 6 to 8.

The Mayors town meeting is Thursday night at the Presbyterian Church at 7 PM

Butch asks the group if they are favorable to the meeting format. All are in favor.

Meeting Adjourn
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