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Meeting call to order 7:05 PM
WELCOME
Special welcome to all that attended our meeting for the first time!
Welcome Doug Wilson, and Mary
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Approval of meeting Minutes:

Changes Noted. 
Sam Webber was not present...Rob will verify.

Page 3 Second item - Bottle discovered at 19 south 5th street.

Doug Wilson, resident local to location his car was key and radio stolen.

Number 7 patrols increased as activity is increased.

New Business - Extremely loud bass music.

Page 4 second line - Change to Official uniforms.

End of changed to the minutes.

Motion to approve - Maren and Greg seconds motion to approve minutes.

Passes unanimously.
OXFORD POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATE

Oxford PD update:

Chief Slauch is in San Diego at the National Police Chief convention.

Mayor Henry discussed results to his survey. Excellent results.
97 sent 44 returned surveys.

Inter observations on first page. 100% of respondents found officers act respectful.

50% Neucan

num 1 activity is drugs, Speeding.
Police Department is helping to improving the quality of life 

Verbatim comments - ask for additional input. Responses not edited out. 

Mayor Henry: it was a good exercise and a vote of confidence to officers. Another Survey will be conducted in the spring. Sending 100 newsletters a month. If anyone doesn’t get them send Mayor Henry your email and you will also be included in the survey. 
Borough has a full complement of officers. Borough council will not hire the new full time position. Do not need an extra full time officer.
Crossing guards have new uniforms and hats.
Nothing additional to report at this time. 
If anyone would like to talk about the survey at the next meeting the mayor would be happy to do so.

Chairpersons Report

Everything seems quiet.
No new incidents or notifications other than personal observations. All relatively quiet. Drug activity in Menough alley quiet and has not seen anything new. 

Sue noticed new tenants and kids hanging on the front again. Observed seeing a known drug dealer 532 0r 534 brick double home.
Mentioned the idea of inviting other members to the meeting such as Judge Farmer and members of clergy. 
Judge farmer cannot attend but was pleased with the invitation and looking forward to attending and participating in town watch. 
Have not been successful in contacting clergy.
Butch would like to try something new...requirement of reports from committees...block captains...and national night out committee... 
Block Captains report to keep everyone up to date.

Treasurers Report
Ellen Piper not present.
The report has not changed since last month.
The current bal is 0. 
$125 needed for filing of the fictitious name.
$75 needed for advertising
332 tax liability.

-232.00 bal.

Tax liability due by April 15th. 

Since we have not filed as non profit it is 38%.

Maren: If we are non profit by end of year would we still owe taxes? Answer yes.

End of the treasurer’s report. 
There was a motion to accept the report as entered. 
Greg Duke and Bob Ketcham second...all in favor.

Passes without abstentions.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Bob Ketcham...no actions to report since last we met. 
NNO Committee - Pete and Mayor Henry are members. John S. have not met yet.
Nothing to report.
OLD BUSINESS
Est of NNO planning Committee
NEW BUSINESS
Nominees for the sec annual appreciation awards. Butch will accept nominees via email. This is based on Mayor Henrys citizen appreciation award.

Andrew suggests nominations cut off the day before the next meeting.

Butch asked for comments or thoughts or criticisms.

Butch one item to add...Item C moved to D. Add a new item C...nominations for executive committee.
OTW website renewal. The website is up almost a year. Rob will bring the costs for renewal to the next meeting.

Maren suggest a fund raiser for after the holidays.
Butch asks who would like to organize?

Maren says if someone else will work with her she would volunteer.

Neighborhood food drive is suggested.
Butch - maybe get involved with lighthouse org on some of their activities - Buz Tyson (lighthouse) Nancy Andress.
Lighthouse Christmas party - OTW could go and introduce the OTW concept...Dec 12th or 19...party starts at 5...contact Buz and see if we could participate...Rob will take that... Butch Neighborhood services center.

Nominations for Executive committee...terms in office are for one year...renews upon election...Chairperson....Vice Chair Person… Treasurer and Secretary...
Asking the group to consider nominations and take a vote next month...we can discuss now or think and email before the next meeting.
Mayor Henry: are the current members interested in serving another year?

Rob says yes, Butch has no objection..

Mayor: keeps the continuity...

Butch askes if it is ok with the rest of the group.

Maren makes a motion to nominate the current officers for another year.
Butch: this includes block captains and any committee that needs to be reformed.

Rob: suggests expanding to blocks that are not covered.

Open Discussion

Butch: we do have two guests that would like to bring info to the attention of the Oxford PD and Mayor Henry.

SB: Representing crossing guards last month. Traffic and speeding at 5th and broad ...is like the new 3rd street...5th is 1/4 stretch of NASCAR...Steve provides a list to Mayor Henry.

What would you like to see...slowing traffic (from survey).
Mon Oct 27th 8:30 ...white SUV dark interior...heading north on 5th...first concern to cross kids and parents...then stop traffic on 5th for busses to get by. Stopped traffic, busses lined up and people crossing behind...driver didn’t like that he was stopped, continued to come up, basically gave the finger, floored it and headed towards Steve...close enough that he could touch the vehicle...officer Christine...came up from market street...Steve stopped the officer...told the officer what had happened...asked if he got a license plate...no couldn’t get the plate number...

GD: use a bamboo pole to stop and keeps guard out of the way.

Mayor: does the vehicle travel often?

SB says the officer asked the same question.

Nov 5th Incident...small pickup on 5th street speeding towards the school. speeds up...stop on broad and creep out off Broad...thought they had enough time and almost hit a pickup.

Next day Thursday...afternoon...black vehicle on Broad almost hit a vehicle on 5th...

Virginia: wondering what direction they were heading from.

SB: Nov 18th...speeding to get to 5th street...near misses...Steve has to stop the traffic to let the kids get by. If 5th had stop signs it would solve the problem.
Mayor: is that as state road?

CRT: Is it a state road? Pen Dot asked if anyone has been killed there? 

Doug: why will they wait for something to happen?
CRT: Stops signs are made for safety conditions not speed. PenDot will not do it  Have to make it a safety issue if you want anything done.

SB: Cars and trucks move too fast to get a plate. Wild life theme too difficult to read. Can get partial plates. 

Mon Nov 3rd Oxford PD car on 3rd street...too far back from the corner to slow traffic down. 
Oxford PD car could park in Steve’s spot to be closer to 5th street. Nov 14th Oxford PD car and officer parked near ridge or on Hodgeson...if they see the car then cars slow down. Some corners are major and some are minor...Chief Slauch put the speed board on Monday Nov 10th...it was there for a week. Traffic slowed dramatically...last day was the 17th...traffic began to slowly increase again. Yellow signs of people crossing...10 to 15 feet from his corner...sign isn’t working...kids crossing 5th street and Hodgson everyday...waiting and waiting for cars to pass. Blinking school zone light...cars will slow down for it.
CRT: are the times correct for the school crossing sign?.

SB: yes it is working fine.

Nov 15th neighbor walks to work every day...stopped a speeding car to let her cross...steps out and the car finally stops at 5th and Broad...says she is surprised he has not been hit yet.  

Tells the kids not to cross until he stops the traffic. There is a potential danger for the amount of traffic. John at 5th and market...police officers sub 

Last year at 5th and Hodgson...a  Mother picking up kids at school.. pulling over at Hodgson...saying they were almost in an accident at 5th and broad...about 6 incidents reported to Steve...suggests they go to borough hall and report to the police...simply people are making their own laws...driver said you can’t make me stop. Says people don’t think they have any authority. Some solutions...Signs to state fines ... 

Mayor: crossing guards to hold hand held stop signs.

SB: Doesn’t like that idea. 5th and Broad...stopping traffic on 5th...holding hand up...and points to busses or pedestrians to direct them to cross...so he does not have a free hand.

Mayor: so you direct with two hands?

SB: needs both hands because of so much congestion...

CRT: double sided stop sign...both sides read the same thing.

SAM: use a temp stop sign.

CRT: who would be liable since it is not an official stop sign.

Mayor: will you consider a double stop sign.

SB: Says yes he will consider it.

CRT: Chief on LTAC traffic advisory. They have a pub meeting to address issues with streets that need to be controlled. 

SB: Feels connected to the neighborhood...feels that the best way to address the problem at 5th and broad is a perm stop sign. 

Greg: Need an official presence of officers there for a few weeks giving out citations.

Doug: Would be a PD there and traffic was down;

Greg: because it is official.

Doug: yes traffic is way down. Sees the traffic at all hours of the day. 5th street is becoming the new main street...because they don’t want to go through the traffic on third street.

CRT: Stops placed there is based on the amount of traffic...the site distance past the water tanks is very low...in east Nottingham with no police officers.

CRT: Penn dot justified because it was a safety issue. Need a certain number of vehicles hourly.

SB: 5th and broad is a safety issue.

CRT: Borough tried to take back 5th street. However there is a crown in the road towards market street...if busses are in southbound lane the telecom poles are all cracked...when street paved 2 years ago they would need to take the crown out. Would have to go thru the base of the road but would cost them more to take the crown out. 

SB: Doesn’t want to be hurt or killed or blamed for himself or any kids getting injured. 

CRT: go to TelTAC>

Mayor will have officers during school time that an officer will be parked at that intersection. As soon as past Hodgson sign says entering school zone and another indicating leaving school zone about 30 feet from school zone...other sign is for drug free.

CRT: What is the speed limit...enforceable speed is 45.

Sue: Pedestrian signs...no one pays attention to them.

Mayor: when are the most issues taking place?
SB: 2PM to 3:45 kids going early to breakfast program...about 7:15 and 7:30 starts to pick up. approx...in the afternoon gets there at 2...first kid about 20 after 2...from about 20 after to quarter to 3...busses up 5th and over Broad. Usually more by 20 after 3 to quarter of 4...plus kids walking all the time. 

Butch: Condition of the road 5th to 6th...drain...bus hits the ground.

CRT: Busses should not come down Broad street.

Brandi: huge line of busses on Broad Street.

Doug the drain is a problem.

CRT: because of the crown:

Doug: water spot from water and constantly ice. if someone fall I get sued. Constant mud puddle.

CRT: Can’t get a bus around there and shouldn’t be going down Broad.

Andrew: School info would be on their web site.
Oxford has had school board and transportation problems to charter schools and long bus rides.

Maren: Should all feel lucky about such a conscientious crossing guard protecting the children.

CRT: Code Red. We are not going to accept that. School county or state program may try to get into ... it was a cost issue to keep taxes as low as possible. Issue at council meeting ...lots of houses with no numbers...that is an ordinance...trying to get that reinforced. 

Butch : could OTW work with council to get the word out on home numbering.

CRT: Need to have emergency services reflective green.

CRT: missed an opportunity to promote town watch on Nov 4th...could have had a table to hand out flyers for town watch. East side wants to get involved.

Butch: is it legal to promote during an election.

CRT: yes or exit pole...tell people about it and that they care about the neighborhood.

Butch: There is a primary in the spring and should be a good place to do that.

Karen: Change in vibe at Getty mart...seems to be loitering...seems something strange is going on. Lots of hanging out.

Doug: has seen the same thing. more people hanging out there.

Karen: used to see more cars there before ... less now...Don’t want to go there...

Mayor: has seen it and asks the owner if he wants them to leave owner says no.

CRT: hang out for a known gang

Karen: owner doesn’t seem to care about running the register.
Meeting Adjourn
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