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Oxford Pennsylvania Town Watch Association
Meeting Minutes
June 17, 2009
Opening:

The regular meeting of the Oxford Pennsylvania Town Watch Association was called to order at 7:06 pm on Wednesday, June 17, 2009 in the small first floor conference room of the First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, PA, by M. Walter Saranetz.
Present:

Maren Ketcham

Bob Ketcham

Chief John Slauch

Mary Baringer

Mayor Geoff Henry

Ellen Piper

Virginia Poff

M. Walter Saranetz

A.
Approval of Agenda

No agenda was developed for this meeting. Form and format of this meeting was based upon last month’s agenda.
B.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting were not delivered to the Secretary in enough time to be transcribed, therefore approval of the May 20, 2009 OTWA meeting minutes has been tabled until the next regularly scheduled meeting.
C. Oxford Police Update

Chief Slauch presented statistics of the number of police involvements for the month of May, 2009 along with year-to-date values, and how they compare with the previous year’s statistics. For the month of May, there were 821 police involvements; average for this year is 731 per month, which is a decrease from last year. In May: 3 aggravated assaults (with arrests), 1 rape (with arrests), 4 burglaries, 8 criminal mischief investigations, 3 incidents of disorderly conduct, 11 domestic disturbances, 2 DUI’s, 2 fights, 1 Theft by Deception - Fraud investigation, 6 incidents of harassment, 1 incident of harassment by communication, 2 incidents of public drunkenness, 3 suspicious circumstances, and 8 thefts. 
A question was raised as to whether these crimes for the month of May were typical. Chief Slauch responded that the most unusual is the rape incident; Oxford typically responds to 2 reports of rape per year, and that these incidents occur between parties that are known to each other, not committed by an unknown actor. In addition, assaults appear to be lower, burglaries seem to be average with the exception that there have been no automobile thefts during the month, and of the 8 theft involvements, 2 were Retail Thefts, which have decreased.
Another question posed, was whether the current economic crisis has played a role in the rate of thefts in the Borough. According to both Chief Slauch an Mayor Henry, although there appeared to be a substantial rise in thefts in previous months, including those committed by actors with no previous criminal history, it is still not clear whether the economy has been a factor with regard to theft crimes within the Borough, or if it is a factor at all. It nay be too early to tell.
It was reported during this meeting that someone witnessed Chief Slauch failing to use his turn signal indicator while making a turn in his patrol vehicle.
Mayor Henry reported on Borough Council receiving a certified list of eligible Police Officer candidates at the last council meeting. All testing of the candidates has been completed. The Borough has one Full-Time Patrol Officer vacancy.

Mayor Henry delivered a presentation on Mayors Against Illegal Handguns, a coalition of city and other municipal mayors from across the nation who are working to introduce legislation at the municipality level that would require all handgun owners to report to the local police agency in a timely fashion if their weapon was either lost or stolen. Currently, there are eight towns or municipalities in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that have passed such legislation, the most recent being the City of Lancaster.

Statistics on the number of handguns lost or stolen each year (>600,000) across the nation, along with recovery data (weapons that have been recovered through investigation or as a result of crime or confiscation) was presented. For detailed information on this data, please email Mayor Henry.

Mayor Henry then asked if the OTWA would consider proffering a Letter of Endorsement to Oxford Borough Council supporting his efforts with the Mayors Against Illegal Handguns coalition to enact the reporting legislation within the Borough. Following some discussion, it was decided that such a letter would be drafted, with the following suggestions included:
· All firearms (long guns, shotguns, and crossbows), not just handguns, that are lost or stolen, must be reported as such by the legally registered owner to the police department having jurisdiction; and

· Reduce the maximum length of time for reporting a lost or stolen firearm from 48 – 72 hours to 24 – 48 hours from the time the items first appear to be missing.

Mayor Henry gave a brief report on the progress of the Oxford Area Recreational Authority. Groundbreaking will begin in the near future for the development of recreational facilities, including the addition of tennis courts and baseball fields, due to time constraints placed upon the Authority by the County and State funding organizations.
D. Chairperson’s Report

Nothing to report. Most work this month has been geared to the planning and logistics of the upcoming NNO Event.
E. Treasurer’s Report

Balance carried over from May, 2009, is $351.75. Donations of $200.00 from W. L. Gore, Inc. to purchase Child ID Kits, $100.00 from PC Scales, Inc., $500.00 from Herr’s Foods, Inc. (plus potato chips and an appearance by “Chipper” totaling $500.00), leaves the OTWA with a balance (after the purchase of the Child ID kits) of $742.75 for the month of June, 2009. Anticipated expenses for the NNO Event include $450.00 for the Philadelphia Eagles Football Franchise Cheerleaders and Swoop™ mascot.
PA tax liability is $0.00, since organizations incorporated under sections 501 and 501 (c) of the Internal Revenue Code are exempt and are not subject to taxation by the Commonwealth. The OTWA has incorporated under section 501 (c) 3. Local tax liabilities will be researched through Berkheimer Asociates, the local tax collector.

The OTWA Executive Committee will be reviewing an application for an exemption from PA State Sales Tax.

A donation to the First Presbyterian Church for the use of their meeting facilities was discussed. It was suggested that the donation of at least $250.00 be made at the end of our last regularly scheduled meeting in the Church, prior to the OTWA moving to the new Police station. Excess funds from the NNO Event was offered as a possible funding source for this donation.
Acquisition of a “Corporation Kit”, including the Corporate Minute Book and Corporate Seal, was discussed. Mayor Henry generously offered to pay for the purchase of this item. Further investigation, including the acquisition of an inking stamp which corresponds to the Corporate Seal, will be made with the idea that there may be enough excess funds (~$75.00 for the kit and ~$25 – 35.00 for the matching inking stamp) from the NNO event to cover this cost.
TerraCycle program envelopes need to be located. The envelopes were addressed to the Chair with the mailing address of Borough Hall.
F. Committee Reports
Block Captains:   Large flurry of fireworks occurring in the neighborhood of 5th and Market Streets around the Memorial Day weekend.
A description of 12 gunshot-like sounds was reported to have occurred at approximately 12:30 am on Saturday, June 12, 2009, in the vicinity of 5th and Market Streets. Several individuals heard the loud reports.
Finance Committee:   Nothing to report. Finance Committee to date has not convened a formal meeting. 
A question was raised as to why the OTWA must have a Finance Committee, when a large number of donations have been raised by the NNO Committee. It was explained that the Finance Committee’s sole purpose is to obtain and manage funds for the day-to-day operational expenses of the OTWA, whereas the funding acquired by the NNO Committee is to be applied to the expenses generated by the NNO Event. Any monies generated by the Event in excess of the NNO expenses would be used to cover OTWA operational expenses at the discretion of the OTWA.
NNO Committee:   Donations are continuing to arrive for the NNO Event: 8 tickets to the Brandywine River Museum, 2 tickets to Longwood Gardens, an offer of instruction at Stillwater Knittery on Market Street, and the acquisition of a Moonbounce/Slide attraction as a part of the children’s entertainment. Event is scheduled to be held at the Oxford Memorial Park from 12:00 noon until 9:00 pm.
A request for volunteers to help work at the event will be sent out to OTWA participants.

The Eagles Cheerleaders and mascot will be appearing, as per the request of the Hispanic community. A pinata was also requested, which will be acquired by an OTWA member (not part of the NNO Committee).

The performers’ stage (a flatbed trailer donated for use by Atlantic Tractor) will be delivered Friday, August 7, 2009, at 6:00 pm to the park. It will remain in the park until pick-up sometime on Monday morning, August 10. Shuttle buses (to pick up residents throughout the Borough and deliver them to the park) have been donated by Country Chrysler. Two, and quite possibly three, food vendors will be present at the park for the Event.

The NNO Planning Committee will meet on Tuesday, July 14, 2009, to finalize details and work on logistics for the August 8th Event. All volunteers are encouraged to attend this meeting.

The price for an advertising banner for the Event to be placed above 3rd Street at Market is approximately $425.00 for a one-sided banner. An alternate source of banners will be investigated. Banner will be in place from July 15th until the day of the Event.
Local Girls and Boys Scouts troops have been contacted. Girl Scouts will be providing Cotton Candy. Fulton Bank will be bringing a Popcorn-making machine. Oxford Seafood will be vending SnoCones. J’s WaterIce will be vending Funnel Cakes. Rita’s WaterIce donated 500 coupons for free waterices. Oxford Lanes donated 250 free games of bowling. Tangles Salon has donated a gift certificate.
The National Association of Town Watch’s is requesting a response from OTWA to provide our information for their “365 Program”. This year’s NNO Event has been registered with the NATW.
G. Old Business
No old business has been carried forward.
H. New Business
Barbara Hoffman, a local reporter for the Chester County Press and the Daily Local newspapers, has offered the OTWA the opportunity to have our meeting minutes published in at least one of the above listed newspapers.
Following some discussion, it was determined that a ‘sanitized version’ of our minutes be offered for publication. ‘Sanitized’ in this instance, includes the removal of all identifiers for individuals (e.g., names) in order to preserve anonymity. We will continue this discussion at our next meeting.
I. Agenda for Next Meeting

No new agenda items were discussed. One possible carry-over as old business is the offer to have our meeting minutes published in the local newspapers.
Adjournment:

Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm by the Chair upon motion which was seconded. The next general meeting will be at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, July 15, 2009 in the small first floor conference/library room of the First Presbyterian Church of Oxford.
Minutes respectfully submitted by:
M. Walter Saranetz, Chair
Approved by:
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