OXFORD 

TOWNWATCH
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MEETING MINUTES 

In Attendance 
Date: December 19th 2007


Time: 8:00 PM

Sgt McFadden
Location: Oxford Borough Hall
	Oxford Town Watch Attendees
	Web Sites of Interest

	Mayor Geoffrey L. Henry
	http://themayorofoxford.com

	Chief of Police John Slauch
	http://www.oxford.boroughs.org

	C. Randy Teel
	http://www.oxfordpa.org/

	Gregory. Duke
	http://www.theoxfordpd.com

	M. Walter Saranetz
	http://www.nationalnightout.org

	Rob Eastwood
	

	Tammy Eastwood
	

	M. Ketcham
	

	B. Ketcham
	

	Virginia Poff
	

	Ellen Piper
	

	John Stevenson
	

	Karen Panckeri
	

	Samantha Weber
	


WELCOME
Special welcome to all that attended our meeting for the first time! 
SPECIAL THANKS

Special thanks to Mayor Henry, and Chief of Police John Slauch for allowing us to have our regular OTW meeting at the Borough Hall Building.
KEY ITEMS

· First Annual OTW Awards Ceremony

· Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

· Review of New Incidents

· Oxford Town Watch Signs

· Oxford Town Watch Flyers

· Future Meeting Locations and Times

· Borough Wide Trash Collection

· Clarification of Borough Noise Ordinance

· Nuisance Rental Ordinance

· OTW Objectives – Final Approval

· Guest Speaker Chief Slauch – Escalation of Force

· Meeting Tips – by Attending Police Officer

· National Town Watch and National Night Out

· OTW Organization

· Financial Planning

· OTW Web Site

First Annual Oxford Town Watch Awards Ceremony
The First Annual Oxford Town Watch Awards Ceremony was held at the beginning of the meeting. The following Members and Supporters were awarded for their contributions to the Oxford Town Watch.
Mr. Gordon Atkisson: 

· Donation in the amount of $300.00 for the purchase of large Town Watch Signs.

Mr. Jeff Lawrence:

· Design and creation of large Town Watch Signs

Geoff Henry, Mayor: 

· Unwavering commitment to OTW and all residents of the Borough

· Guidance in establishing the OTW

· Genuine concern for the safety and welfare of Borough Residents

· Approachability

Greg Duke:

· Offering personal residents for OTW meetings.

Randy Teel:
· Initiating meetings between residents and Borough Officials

John Slauch, Police Chief:

· Guidance in establishing OTW

· Genuine concern for the safety and welfare of Borough residents

· Approachability

D/Sgt. Tom McFadden:
· Willingness to work closely with OTW

· Unabashed candor

Cpl. Scott Brown:
· Giving OTW members a better understanding of what patrol officers must deal with day-to-day

Craig Gamble:

· Creation and development of OTW objectives

Ellen Piper:

· Creation of OTW Halloween Handouts
Tammy Eastwood:

· Working on Locating Permanent Meeting Facilities for OTW Meetings
Maren Ketcham:

· Commitment to OTW
· Wealth of Suggestions and Ideas to Enhance OTW

Thank you to all Oxford Town Watch members for your continuing support for a great cause!

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes
The minutes for the November 20th Oxford Town Watch meeting were approved.
New Incidents

No new Incidents have been added to the OTW database at the time of the meeting.
Oxford Town Watch Signs

The First Oxford Town Watch Sign was presented to the Group. Thanks to Jeff Lawrence for his help in making the signs and presenting to Borough Council. There has been a great deal of interest in the signs including donations and an article in the Oxford Tribune.
Oxford Town Watch Flyers

Rob Eastwood presented the OTW Flyer for review and comment. The purpose of the flyer is to “Get the word out” and assist with recruiting new members to the OTW. The final draft of the flyer will be presented between now and the next meeting.

Future Meeting Locations and Times

The OTW Group decided that Future meetings would be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the Month. Tammy Eastwood has been in contact with a local Church as a future meeting location. Tammy, Mayor Henry, and M. Walter Saranetz are to meet with the church to finalize the details in early January.
Borough Wide Trash Collection
Maren Ketcham has written an official letter to Borough Council regarding a Borough wide trash collection initiative. It was mentioned that this has been brought to the Borough Councils attention for consideration. M. Walter Saranetz offered the suggestion that Maren’s letter be modified to act as a letter of support. Additionally, it was suggested that the letter site specific reasons for the organizations interest in Borough Wide Trash collection. More specifically, the observation of noise ordinance violations, and unidentified utility vehicles picking up trash, etc…

Clarification of Borough Noise Ordinance

Mayor Henry provided clarification of the Borough noise ordinance. The noise ordinance states that noise is considered loud or unreasonable sound that disturbs comfort and safety between the hours of 11PM and 7:00 AM.

Enforcement of the Noise Ordinance is at the discretion of the Officer responding. The officer will make the determination whether the noise was disturbing. If officers hear the noise, or are called to respond multiple times, the Oxford PD can address the issue. 
M. Walter Saranetz sites a specific noise issue involving tire squealing at 5th and Market Street.

Tammy Eastwood sites the repeated tire squealing of a Red Mustang on Broad Street. 

Nuisance Rental Ordinance

This ordinance had not been passed at the time of this meeting. OTW will keep this as a topic of interest and review at future meetings.
OTW Objectives – Final Approval
OTW Objectives have been approved.

Guest Speaker Chief Slauch – Escalation of Force

Chief Slauch provides the OTW group additional guidance on the topic of escalation of force in the event of a home invasion. Chief Slauch further recommends NOT fighting off the invader. It is recommended if possible to barricade yourself in a safe area and call 911.
The OTW asked if Attending Police Officers could provide the OTW group meetings with a Monthly safety and security tip.
National Town Watch and National Night Out

The OTW group expressed interest in joining the National Town Watch Association. Rob Eastwood will pursue the registration of the group. (UPDATE: The Oxford Townwatch membership application has been sent to the NATW for approval. The membership cost is $25.00.)

Chief Slauch encourages the OTW to participate in the National Night out Event. This event is held in August. Rob Eastwood has registered the OTW for this event. 

Chief Slauch suggested a block party or similar event on the National Night out. In addition it is suggested that we promote kids and community involvement.

Sounds like we could use a planning committee!!!

OTW Organization

Financial Planning:  Ellen Piper was voted in as the Oxford Town Watch Treasurer.
OTW Web Site: Members decided that an Offical Oxford Town Watch web site would be a good way to represent the group and provide information for interested residents. M. Walter Saranetz volunteered to research Domain Names and Hosting solutions. 
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