ORDINANCE #815-2008
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF OXFORD, CHESTER COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE EXISTING CODE OF ORDINANCES, CHAPTER 15, MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC, PART 12, BICYCLES, SCOOTERS AND SKATEBOARDS, SECTION B, SKATEBOARDS, IN ITS ENTIRETY

BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Council of the Borough of Oxford, Chester County, Pennsylvania, that certain provisions of the Chapter 15, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Part 12, Bicycles, Scooters and Skateboards, part B, Skateboards, of the Code of Ordinances of the Borough of Oxford, be amended as follows:

SECTION 1.
 Chapter 15, Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Part 12, Bicycles, Scooters and Skateboards, part B, Skateboards, shall be amended in its entirety as follows:

B. Skateboards

§ 15-1211.   Definitions


As used in this Part, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:



Borough – the Borough of Oxford, Chester County, Pennsylvania

C-3 Central Business District – that area delineated as the C-3 Central Business 
District on the Zoning Map of the Borough of Oxford and as set forth in the 
Zoning Ordinance of the Borough of Oxford of 1986, as amended from time to 
time [Chapter 27]

Operate- the use, putting into action or causing a function by a person

Skateboard – any vehicle consisting of a low footboard with a wheel or wheels 
attached to each end, without a steering mechanism and propelled by human 
power. 
§15-1212
Prohibited and Permitted Areas of Operation




1. Prohibited Areas of Operation. It shall be unlawful for any person to use, ride, 



propel or otherwise operate a skateboard on the public sidewalks of the following 



streets or highways within the Borough of Oxford:

Street

Broad Street

Hodgson Street

Lincoln Street

Locust Street

Market Street

Octorara Alley

Pine Street

Third Street

Between
Third Street and Fourth Street

Penn Avenue and Fourth Street

Market Street and Borough Line

Third Street and Penn Avenue

Third Street and Fifth Street

Third Street and Second Street

Third Street and Lancaster Avenue

Chase Street and South Street


2. 
Skateboards may be operated on sidewalks in the public parks and in the R-1 

Residential District, R-2 Residential District, and PD-1 Planned Development District, 
except as prohibited herein, with due regard to the rights and safety of pedestrians. 
Under such circumstances the rider shall yield the right-of-way to the pedestrian, 
and when 
approaching a pedestrian the speed of the skateboard shall be reduced to a 
speed which is no greater than necessary to continue the operation thereof without 
the rider’s dismounting and shall not be increased until the pedestrian has been 
passed.


3. Skateboards may be operated on private property with the written permission of the 

property owner; no such permission is required where the operator is the property 
owner.


4. Skateboards shall not be permitted on any public street throughout the Borough of 
Oxford.

5. Skateboards shall not be operated on any public parking areas within the C-3 Central 
    Business District.. Skateboard operation shall be prohibited on any public or private 
       property designated or posted as such.


6.  Skateboard operation shall be prohibited between sunset and sunrise.

§ 15-1213.   Rules of Operation
An operator of a skateboard shall at all times operate in due regard of other persons lawfully occupying the sidewalks, property or streets upon which said skateboard is operated, and the following rules shall specifically apply:

1.
When more than two persons in a group are operating skateboards in the Borough of Oxford, they shall ride in a single file.

2.
No person shall, while operating a skateboard in the Borough of Oxford, tow or drag any other vehicle, person or object behind the skateboard being operated.


3.
No person operating a skateboard shall carry another person on the skateboard.


4.
The operator of a skateboard emerging from an alley, driveway, garage or private  sidewalk shall stop the skateboard before driving onto or across a public sidewalk and shall exercise extreme care in making such movements.

5.
No person shall operate a skateboard while under the influence of liquor, drugs or while physically or mentally unfit to safely operate the same.
6.
It shall be unlawful to park any skateboard in such a manner as to interfere with pedestrians and the conduct of business or along roadways where it may interfere with traffic or with persons getting into or out of motor vehicles.

7.
No skateboard shall be operated at any time faster than is reasonable or proper and with reasonable regard to the safety of the rider and of other persons and property.


8.
No person shall indulge or engage in any kind of trick or unsafe riding.

9.
All skateboard operators must be equipped with helmet and appropriate safety   equipment when operating the skateboard in the Borough of Oxford.

10.
For purposes of skateboard operation within the Borough of Oxford, waxing or the application of any lubricant to public curbing, sidewalk or roadway is strictly prohibited.

11.
A person engaged in skateboarding shall obey traffic and pedestrian control signals as provided under Pa. Motor Vehicle Code, Sections 3112 (relating to traffic-control signals) and 3111 (relating to pedestrian control signals).  

12.
The person engaged in skateboarding shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian and may not overtake or pass a pedestrian while riding upon or propelling the skateboard.  

13.
No person engaged in skateboarding shall suddenly leave a curb, sidewalk, or berm or any other place of safety and ride upon or propel any skateboard into or toward the path of a vehicle which is so close as to constitute a hazard.

§ 15-1214.   Permitting Unsafe Operation
No owner or other person having charge or control of a skateboard shall knowingly authorize or permit the operation of the same by any person who is incapable to do so by reason of age, physical or mental disability or who is under the influence of alcohol or any controlled substance.

§ 15-1215.   Accidents and Accident Reports
1. Duty to Stop and Provide Information. When any operator of a skateboard is involved in an accident resulting in loss of life, personal injury or damage to property and the operator thereof has knowledge of such accident, he shall stop and give the name and address of the operator and the name and address of the owner of the skateboard to the injured person or the person sustaining the damage or to a police officer. In the event no police officer or the person sustaining the damage is present at the place where the damage occurred, then the operator shall immediately report, as soon as physically able, the accident to the Borough of Oxford police.

2. The operator of any skateboard involved in any accident resulting in injuries or death to any person or resulting in property damage to the estimated value of $50 or more shall, within 7 days after such accident, report the matter in writing to the Borough of Oxford Police Department. If the operator is physically unable to make the report and there is another participant in the accident not so incapacitated, the participant shall make the report within the prescribed period after the accident. In the event that there is no other participant and the operator is other than the owner, then the owner shall, within the prescribed period of time, after learning of the facts of such accident, report the matter to the Police Department, together with such information as may have come to the owner’s knowledge relating to the accident. Every operator or owner of a skateboard involved in an accident or surviving participant of any such accident shall make such other and additional reports as required by the Borough of Oxford Police Department.

3. Report by Law Enforcement Officer. A law enforcement officer who investigates or receives information of an accident involving a skateboard shall make a written report of the investigation or information received and such additional facts relating to the accident as may come to his knowledge, and maintain such within the Borough of Oxford Police Department, all to be concluded within 48 hours of the time of the report to the law enforcement officer.

§ 15-1216.   Violations and Penalties
Any person, firm or corporation who shall violate any provisions of this Part, upon conviction thereof, shall be sentenced as follows:  
1.
First Offense – The skateboard used in violation of this Part shall be impounded by the Borough of Oxford Police Department for a period no less than five (5) days and not exceeding fifteen (15) days. If the person violating this Part is a minor, in addition to the confiscation of the skateboard as aforementioned, the Borough of Oxford Police Department shall notify the parent(s), guardian(s) or other person(s) having legal custody of said minor of the violation of this Part and the impounding of the skateboard.

2.
Second and/or Subsequent Offense - The skateboard used in violation of this Part for the second and/or subsequent time shall be impounded by the Borough of Oxford Police Department for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days and the said person, upon conviction, be sentenced to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars ($25) and costs. In the event the said person violating this Part is a minor, the skateboard used in violation of this Part shall be impounded by the Borough of Oxford Police Department for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days and/or until such time as the parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of said minor of the violation of this Part shall pay the fine of twenty-five dollars ($25) and costs.

3.
In addition to the penalties set forth herein, any violation of §15-1213.K shall result in a fine of one-hundred dollars ($100).

4.
In the event the said person violating this Part is a minor, the skateboard used in violation of this Part shall be released by the Borough of Oxford Police Department to the parent, guardian or other person having legal custody of said minor.
5.
 In the event the impounded skateboard is not claimed within thirty (30) days of the lapse of the impound period, the skateboard will be deemed abandoned and disposed. 
SECTION 2.
If any sentence, clause, section or part of this ordinance is, for any reason, found to be unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such unconstitutionality, illegality or invalidity shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, sections or parts hereof.  It is hereby declared as the intent of the Borough Council that this ordinance would have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid sentence, clause, section or part thereof not been included herein.

SECTION 3.  All ordinances or parts of ordinances conflicting with any provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed insofar as the same affects this ordinance.

SECTION 4.  This amendment shall be effective as by law provided.
ENACTED AND ORDAINED this 
17th
 day of 
March


, 2008.







OXFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL






By:













C. RANDY TEEL, President

ATTEST:

BEATRICE V. BRANTNER, Secretary

APPROVED THIS __17___ DAY OF ____March_____________, 2008.

























_______________________________


GEOFFREY HENRY, Mayor
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